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A Study for Small Groups. 
 

Now These Three Remain
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Welcome to our new series, exploring ‘Faith, Hope and Love’.  
 
As a church, we have lived with ‘Living for Jesus. Loving one another . Setting a 
table for the world’ for over a decade and although there will always be something of 
those words in our DNA, we believe God is calling us to a refreshed and renewed 
vision and purpose in Him. 
 
So, together, we’re going to dig into scripture and explore what those three simple 
yet utterly profound words might mean for us - as a church, as individuals following 
Jesus and in our neighbourhoods and communities. It was back in June when we 
first introduced these words via our 150th celebrations as we were all invited to 
consider God’s calling on us for the next stage of our journey together. 
 
Each session follows a pattern of worship ( a psalm to read and ponder, maybe a 
song to sing), bible study, practical discussion and prayer. There are written prayers, 
links to videos and pictures. Please make use of whatever helps your group to 
engage with the key passage of Scripture. You might like to tackle the discussion 
questions in 2s or 3s and then come back together as a larger group but it’s entirely 
up to you. There are no timings in this workbook – please feel free to work out what 
timings best suit your group. And don’t forget to scribble and make notes for your 
own reflections too! 
 
We really trust you will hear from God during these times together. Please keep 
talking as small groups and share with the church leadership – we are on this 
journey together, a journey that will see us responding to God’s call as we seek to be 
Kingdom people in Shrewsbury and beyond. 
 
Thanks for joining in. I’ve written this simple prayer that you might like to say 
together each time you meet: 
 
Living Word, come speak your truth into our lives. 
Bind us together as we seek you, 
That we may  grow in faith together, 
Proclaim the  hope that comes from knowing you 
As you unite us to live in Your unfailing, unparalleled love. 
In the world changing name of Jesus 
 
Amen 
 
With love and prayers 
 
Charlotte the Curate  
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Session One. Where it all began 
This first week we are going to explore these three little words – faith, hope and love- 
in their context in scripture. The words were put up on the walls of Café Connect 
some months ago and have had a transforming effect on the place in many different 
ways. But of course these words aren’t new to Trinity Churches, they’ve been in the 
stained glass windows of Holy Trinity for 150 years. You could say they are in our 
very foundations. 
 
A Question to Start 
Are there moments this week when it’s been difficult for you to ‘stand firm’ in your 
faith? What happened? 
 
 
A Moment of Prayer 
Living Word, come speak your truth into our lives. 
Bind us together as we seek you, 
That we may  grow in faith together, 
Proclaim the  hope that comes from knowing you 
As you unite us to live in Your unfailing, unparalleled love. 
In the world changing name of Jesus 
 
Amen 
 
Let’s read together… 
1 Corinthians 12: 31b- 1 Corinthians 13 
 
Some background 
This is one of the most famous passages in the Bible. An obvious choice and indeed 
most popular at weddings. But the letter was originally written for other reasons. The 
Apostle Paul dearly loved the Corinthian church (you can read about how he set it up 
in Acts 18), but they were being torn apart by disagreement and squabbling as the 
young church tried to find its way in a big city, notorious for its idolatry and low moral 
standards. 
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Going Deeper 
Look at that first line again, the end of chapter 12. 
 
The positioning of the verse here is not helpful ( we can blame Robert Stephanus for 
that!)1 but I want us to think about what Paul is saying to the Corinthians. 
Remember, they had been struggling to live the Christian life, had got caught up in 
competitive quarrels about gifts from the Holy Spirit and were in dire need of some 
direction.  
 
 But now let me show you a way of life that is best of all. (Italics added)2 
 

• What makes the Christian life ‘best of all’ do you think? 
 

• Why is love the greatest? 
 

• Do ‘faith, hope and love’ work together, if so, how? 
 
 
Living it Out 
Over the next 3 sessions, we are going to be thinking of practical ways we can allow 
these words to make a difference in our lives in the following three areas: 
 
In my community 
In my church 
In me 
 
So to prepare for that, let’s use this week to think about what those areas look like 
for us. Where are the places you work, socialise, family, friends? Name some names 
and places that as a group you can bring to the Lord over the next few weeks. 
 
Pause to Pray 
Spend some time praying for the things you have listed above but also take some 
time to be still and listen to God. Note down any words or scriptures you think might 
be important. 
 
Finish by saying The Lord’s Prayer together. 
 
 
 

                                                        
1 Robert Stephanus created the verses of the New Testament in the 1550’s, and legend has it that he chopped 
it all up while riding on horseback between Paris and Lyon… which may explain why some of the breaks 
happen in unexpected places! (Simon Jenkins – The Bible from Scratch) 
2 New Living Translation 
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Session Two. Keeping the Faith? 
 
Faith – an interesting word , the meaning of which can change completely, 
depending on what you are putting your faith in! The disciples spent three years 
following Jesus around, listening to his teachings and trying to put their faith into 
practise – but even they got it wrong at times!  
 
So, what is faith? How can we put it into words and how do we live it out day by day? 
As ‘people of faith’, this is the lifeblood of who we are as church, the body of Christ. 
How can we grow together in maturity, nurturing and caring for our faith in Jesus so 
we live more like Him and depend more on Him?  
 
 
A Question to Start. 
 

 
 
Looking at this picture, what other things do human beings put their ‘faith’ in?  
 
 
 
A Psalm of Worship 
Read together Psalm 40 
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A Moment of Prayer 
 
Living Word, come speak your truth into our lives. 
Bind us together as we seek you 
May we grow in faith, 
Proclaim the  hope that comes from knowing you 
As you unite us to live in Your unfailing, unparalleled love. 
In the world changing name of Jesus 
Amen 
 
Let’s read together… (It’s a long one) 
Hebrews 11 
 
 
 
A Little Background 
Ahh Hebrews. Such a peculiar book. 
The writer of Hebrews ( an unknown fella) was likely writing to some early Jewish 
converts to Christianity who were experiencing persecution for their new found faith 
in Jesus and were considering ‘de-conversion’ i.e. going back to being Jews. The 
response quite clearly is ‘That is not an option!’ In chapter 11, the author uses the 
Hebrew bible- our Old Testament to explain that the faith of the Hebrew forebears – 
a faith that looked forward to the messiah, Jesus, was what pleased God. 
 
 
 
Some questions to discuss. 
 
Looking at that very long passage, how do you think our faith ‘pleases God?’  
 
In what different ways can we demonstrate our faith according to Hebrews 11? Can 
you pick out some examples from the passage 
 
Read Matthew 17: 20 . What do you think Jesus is saying about faith in this 
passage? 
 
Do you think the size of your faith matters? 
 
What happens when we doubt or struggle? 
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Take a look at this picture of a young woman at the feet of Jesus. Is she expressing 
faith? How? 
 

 
 
 
Living it Out – (in groups of 2 or 3) 
God calls us to be a community of faith. Who are the people who have made a 
difference to your faith over the years?  
 
How might you help others in your life – both church and outside- to grow in their 
faith just as you have been helped in that journey? 
 
Think of some practical things you might do over the next few weeks in the following 
areas. 
In my community 
In my church 
In me 
 
Pause to Pray 
In small groups or as a large group, spend some time praying through the things you 
have discussed in ‘living it out’ 
 
Finish by saying The Lord’s Prayer together. 
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Session Three. Hope Springs Eternal. 
I have to admit. Hope is one of my favourite words. Often completely misused, it can 
be wet and woolly. And yet, our hope in Christ is more than just buying a lottery 
ticket or hoping that it doesn’t rain on your wedding day. Christian hope is not wishful 
thinking. Wishful thinking is often an avoidance of reality, passive in nature. But 
Christian hope begins with what IS, facing reality head on and linking it up with what 
can be and might be in the presence of Jesus. He and he alone can enter what is 
broken, suffering and disunited and by his life, death and resurrection make all things 
new.  
 
A Question to Start 
Take a few minutes to come up with your own definition of ‘Hope’. 
 
A Song of Worship  
Norton Hall Band – ‘My Hope is Built’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EVE-xXFDOwg 
 
OR 
 
Listen to or sing together the song ‘Cornerstone’. 
 
If you do not have access to YouTube , the lyrics to both these songs are in the 
appendix. 
 
A Moment of Prayer 
 
Living Word, come speak your truth into our lives. 
Bind us together as we seek you 
May we grow in faith, 
Proclaim the  hope that comes from knowing you 
As you unite us to live in Your unfailing, unparalleled love. 
In the world changing name of Jesus 
 
Amen 
 
 
Let’s read together 
Revelation 21: 1-8 
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A Little Background 
The book of Revelation was written during a time of intense persecution during which 
many Christians suffered and died for their faith, particularly under the Roman 
Emperor, Domitian who ruled from AD81-96. Christians were living with confusion, 
doubt and despair. They had committed to their faith, but now all around them was 
crumbling and dying.  
 
John’s visions give us a glimpse behind the scenes of history. Although there is a 
mighty clash between the forces of good and evil, God is the absolute ruler of all that 
goes on. Those Christians under Roman rule were being reminded that Jesus was 
still their Saviour and God was still on the throne, despite what was going on around 
them.3 
 
Chapter 21 gives us the indescribable . Metaphors and imagery of what is to come. 
And notice – it’s not us relocating to heaven, but heaven relocating to earth. 
 
 
Some questions to discuss.  
(feel free to add some more – there’s so much to think about in this passage!) 

1. Think about the context this was written in. How might this have given hope to 
persecuted Christians in the first century? 

 
2. How does it make you feel today to read ‘The old order of things has passed 

away.’ What things do you think that might mean? 
 
 
Living it out 
Believing the things we’ve just read about should change the way we live, change 
how we treat one another and the world around us – what we hope for shapes what 
we live for.  
 
Read verse 5. ‘I am making everything new!’ The tense there is present (‘making’ not 
‘made’ or ‘will make’). What do you see in your life of God ‘making things new’ right 
here and now? 
 
What things might God be asking you to join in with? 
 
Spend some time discussing what we are doing and what we could be doing as 
people with a heavenly hope in the following areas. 
 
In my community 
In my church 

                                                        
3 The Bible from Scratch – Simon Jenkins 
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In me 
 
 
Pause to Pray 
In small groups or as a large group, spend some time praying through the things you 
have discussed in ‘living it out’ 
 
Finish by saying The Lord’s Prayer together. 
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Session Four . All you need is Love 
Introduction 
Love is the greatest! Love is wonderful! Love is a many splendoured thing! Love is all 
you need!  
 
Sometimes I think we have a funny view of what love is. If we’re not careful we can 
believe all those beautiful love songs and romantic movies that tell us as long as 
she’s beautiful and he’s beautiful then it will all be fine.  
 
But love is so very much more than that isn’t it? It has to be, because life has a habit 
of throwing you a curve ball, things you least expect – and without a strong, robust 
sacrificial love, our relationships and even our life, won’t last.  
 
Loving is not just about being in love. The Bible commands us to love. Love is a 
commitment and a promise as well as a feeling and an emotion. It’s often a choice. 
Love involves our decision and determination. 
 
A Question to Start. 
As Christians, our main source of influence when it comes to love is scripture. But 
where else are we getting our influences from in this area? How does that affect the 
way we perceive love? 
 
 
A Time of Worship 
Video : Love actually is. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSAJlKmEzwY 
OR 
Read together Psalm 103 
 
A Moment of Prayer 
 
Living Word, come speak your truth into our lives. 
Bind us together as we seek you 
May we grow in faith, 
Proclaim the  hope that comes from knowing you. 
As you unite us to live in Your unfailing, unparalleled love. 
In the world changing name of Jesus 
 
Amen 
 
Let’s read together. 
1 John 4: 7-21 
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A Little background. 
As we remember from our reading in session 1, love IS the greatest and it’s truly at 
the heart of being a Christian. Why? Simply put, love comes from God so everything 
we know, understand and express about love is a reflection of Him. Wow. That’s 
huge! Let’s have some time to think and discuss that. 
 
Some questions to discuss 

1. Think about those ‘other influences on love’ that you talked about earlier. 
From this passage, what makes God’s love so unique? 

 
2. An interesting connection between ‘love’ and ‘fear’ in verse 18. How might this 

have affected the persecuted church that were being addressed? How does it 
affect you and the way you live your life? 

 
3. The final verses are about loving one another as church. What happens when 

this is difficult? What do you think handling conflict in a ‘biblical’ manner looks 
like? 

 
Living it out 
Remember that list of people and places we made in session one? Have a look at it. 
Are there names there that God is asking you to ‘go the extra mile’ for? To share His 
sacrificial love with in words and actions? 
 
Talk together about what these things might be. 
 
How through each one of us is God calling us to be transforming our communities 
with His love?  
 
Pause to pray 
This is our final week. Use this prayer time to draw together some of your 
discussions from the past few sessions. What might you have to share with the wider 
church? How might you as a group go forward from what you’ve learnt? 
 
End by saying The Lord’s Prayer together. 
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Appendix  
Lyrics to songs in Week 3 - Hope 
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
Charlie Hall 
My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
But wholly lean on Jesus' Name 
 
Oh Christ the solid Rock I stand 
All other ground is sinking sand 
All other ground is sinking sand 
 
When darkness seems to hide His face 
I rest on His unchanging grace 
In every high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil 
 
Oh Christ the solid Rock I stand 
All other ground is sinking sand 
All other ground is sinking sand 
 
His oath, His covenant, His blood 
Support me in the whelming flood 
When all around my soul gives way 
He then is all my Hope and Stay 
 
Oh Christ the solid Rock I stand 
All other ground is sinking sand 
All other ground is sinking sand 
 
When He shall come with trumpet sound 
Oh may I then in Him be found 
Dressed in His righteousness alone 
Faultless to stand before the throne 
Source: Musixmatch 
Songwriters: dp / BRADBURY WILLIAM C / BURKHEAD JESSE LEE / COLEMAN 
WILLIAM EDEN / KING HEATHER L / KING JOSHUA CALEB / ODUM ALBY LEE / 
DAVID VOGRINC / MARK WHITESIDE 
The Solid Rock (On Christ the Solid Rock) lyrics © Word Music LLC, S.I.A.E. 
Direzione Generale, Banahama Tunes, WORSHIPTOGETHER.COM Songs, 
Sixsteps Music, Mission Group Music, WORD MUSIC, LLC, HAROLD FLAMMER A 
DIV. OF SHAWNEE PRESS, INC. 
Cornerstone 
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Hillsong Worship 
My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
But holy trust is Jesus' name 
My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
But holy trust is Jesus' name 
 
Christ alone, Cornerstone 
Weak made strong in the Saviour’s love 
Through the storm 
He is Lord 
Lord of all 
 
When darkness seems to hide His face 
I rest on His unchanging grace 
In every high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil 
My anchor holds within the veil 
 
Christ alone, Cornerstone 
Weak made strong in the Saviour’s love 
Through the storm 
He is Lord 
Lord of all 
 
When he shall come with trumpet sound 
Oh, may I then in Him be found 
Dressed in His righteousness alone 
Faultless, stand before the throne 
 
Christ alone, Cornerstone 
Weak made strong in the Saviour’s love 
Through the storm 
He is Lord 
Lord of all 
Source: LyricFind 
Songwriters: Eric Liljero / Jonas Myrin / Reuben Morgan / Edward Mote / William 
Batchelder Bradbury 
Cornerstone lyrics © Capitol Christian Music Group 
 
 
 


