
 
 



Revd Phil Cansdale, Area Dean of Shrewsbury  
 
 
God of our days and years, 
we set this time apart for you. 
Form us in the likeness of Christ 
so that our lives may glorify you. 
Amen. 

We listen to the words and join in with our hearts… 
 
           

v1. Praise to the Lord the Almighty 
The King of creation 
O my soul praise Him 
For He is thy health and salvation 
All ye who hear now to His temple draw near 
Praise Him in glad adoration 

 
v2. Praise to the Lord who over all things 

So wondrously reigneth 
Shelters thee under His wings 
Yea so gently sustaineth 
Hast thou not seen how thy desires ever have been 
Granted in what He ordaineth 

 
v3. Praise to the Lord who doth prosper 

Thy work and defend thee 
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 
If with His love He befriend thee 

  
v4. Praise to the Lord 

O let all that is in me adore Him 
All that hath life and breath 
Come now with praises before Him 
Let the amen sound from His people again 
Gladly for all we adore Him 

 
Catherine Winkworth | Joachim Neander  

 

When the lights are on and the house is full, 



and the laughter is easy 
and all is well 
Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  
 
When the lights are low and the house is still, 
and the talk is intense 
and the air is full of wondering 
Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  
 
When the lights are off and the house is sad, 
and the voice is troubled 
and nothing seems right 
Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  
 
And tonight, always tonight, 
as if there were no other people, no other house, no other door 
Behold, I stand at the door and knock. 
 

 
 

 

4 You are coming to Christ, who is the living cornerstone of God’s temple. He was 
rejected by people, but he was chosen by God for great honour. 5 And you are 
living stones that God is building into his spiritual temple. What’s more, you are his 
holy priests.[a] Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices 
that please God. 6 As the Scriptures say, 

“I am placing a cornerstone in Jerusalem, chosen for great honour, 
and anyone who trusts in him will never be disgraced.” 

7 Yes, you who trust him recognize the honour God has given him. But for those 
who reject him, 

“The stone that the builders rejected has now become the cornerstone.” 

8 And, 

“He is the stone that makes people stumble, the rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they do not obey God’s word, and so they meet the fate 
that was planned for them. 9 But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A4-9&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30365a


You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you 
can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into 
his wonderful light. 

 
At the end 
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 

 
 

A moment to still our hearts and offer our lives in prayer.  
 
Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, 
Lord, have mercy on us. 
 
Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, 
Lord, have mercy on us. 
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An opportunity to pray for our nation, our churches, and ourselves. As we finish 
prayers, we’ll join together in the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Churchwardens stand.  



 
The Archdeacon says:  
The churchwardens when admitted to their office are Lay Officers of the Bishop.  

They shall discharge their duties as are by Law and Custom assigned to them. 
They shall be foremost in their parish in representing the laity, and in co-
operating with the Incumbent.  They shall use their best endeavors, both by 
their own personal example and by their teaching, to encourage in their 
parishioners the practice of true religion and to promote true unity and peace 
among them. 

 

Will you, Churchwardens, now elected to this office in your own parish, gladly 
and willingly serve God in this way, and now make your declaration together? 

The Churchwardens respond together: 

Yes, we will, and we ask God to help us. 

 

The churchwardens say together 

I ____________________  (please say your name) having been duly 
appointed and chosen Churchwarden of the Parish of ______________ 
(please state your church and parish) do solemnly and sincerely declare that 
I will faithfully and diligently perform the duties of the office of 
Churchwarden for the year ensuing.   

 

The Archdeacon says:  

In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit I now admit you to your office of 
Churchwarden, and commission you in His service. May God who has called you 
to this work of Churchwarden give you also the strength and the enthusiasm to do 
it well, to his glory and for the wellbeing of all in your parish.  And may his blessing 
be with you in all that you do for him.  Amen. 

 

The congregation stand and pray for the Churchwardens 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for calling your servants to this office and 
duty in the life of our congregations and parishes. Help us to remember 
your work of grace in us and by your Holy Spirit empower us all to serve 
you and one another. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 



Together we pray for the work of our Diocese – and our church communities – as 
we look ahead.  

Generous God, you have provided for your people in every generation. 
In our faithlessness you remained steadfast. 
In our obsession with scarcity you provided abundance. 
In our anxiety you offered us freedom from fear. 

In our despair you gave us hope. 

We receive your gifts,  
believe your promises and trust you for the future. 
May we cease trying to fix the church  
and join with you in loving your world. 
May we hear your call to fullness of life and share it with others.  
May we be shaped by the Good News of Jesus, the light of the world 
and may we seek your kingdom as People of Hope. Amen. 

 

       
v1. We seek your kingdom throughout every sphere  

We long for heaven’s demonstration here  
Jesus your light shine bright for all to see  
Transform, revive, and heal society  
 

v2. Before all things, in him were all things made  
Inspiring culture, media, and trade  
May all our work serve your economy  
Transform, revive, and heal society  
 

v3.  Peace, truth, and justice reigning everywhere  
With us be present in our public square  
Fill all who lead with your integrity  
Transform, revive, and heal society  
 

v4. Forgive us Lord, when we have not engaged  
Failing to scribe your heart on history’s page  
Make us again what we were made to be  
Transform, revive, and heal society  
 

v5.  Faithful to govern ever may we be  
Selfless in service, loving constantly  
In everything may your authority  
Transform, revive, and heal society 

 
Melody: Abide with me. Lyrics: Noel Robinson, Andy Flannagan, Graham Hunter 



 
From here to a world in need: Send us out, for your glory.  
To live out what we’ve sung out, Send us out, for your glory. 
To homes, jobs and communities Send us out, for your glory. 
To joys, uncertainties and challenges, Send us out, for your glory. 
To be your hands and feet this week, Send us out, for your glory. 
Remaining in you, full of the Spirit, Send us out, for your glory. Amen. 

 
God, give you grace to follow his saints in faith and hope and love, 
and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
 
 



 


