TRINITY

LIFE

November and
December 2022

Welcome to a new season
of life at Trinity Churches.
Wherever you're picking
this up, and however
you're connecting with us,
we're really pleased to
extend our welcome.

Trinity Churches?
We are a thriving community of Christians in Meole Brace,
Radbrook Green and the wider Shrewsbury area. Together we
are growing faith, proclaiming hope, and living the love of Jesus.

AUTUMN 2022: BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING

The big story of the Bible, and our calling as a church, is
that God's goodness, grace and provision for us should
flow out into our love and care for others. We really
have been "blessed to be a blessing."
This theme feels very timely as we all face a cost-of-living crisis in the months
ahead. At home, households are being hit hard by rising prices, and fuel poverty
is a real worry this winter for people who are already on low incomes. At church,
our costs are also rising and for some time now, we have not been able to cover
all our day-to-day running costs from regular income. This year our deficit could
be as much as £20,000.
We need to face up to both these challenges in the year ahead, proclaiming
hope in Shrewsbury and beyond, serving our local community in Meole Brace
and Radbrook Green, and providing extra support to those who are most in
need. We have all been blessed in so many ways. Now, more than ever, is the
time for us to bless others with our time, our gifts, and our money.

Time?

Gifts?

How might you get involved in
serving others?

What might you have
to bless others?

Money?
We know things are hard for many at the moment. How might you be
generous towards others? 25% of any new giving will go towards a
dedicated 'cost of living' fund to support people, households and
specific projects at church and across the local community.
Find out more - and make your response - by picking
up paperwork at church, or go to

www.trinitychurches.org/blessed

SUNDAY SERVICES IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER

Sunday Gatherings
Holy Trinity Meole Brace (HT)
9am — 10.15am. A more traditional service of Holy Communion
11am — 12.15pm. A contemporary morning service
6.30pm - 7.45pm. An informal evening service in the Trinity Centre
Christ the King Radbrook (CTK)
10.30am—11.45am. A contemporary service meeting
in Radbrook Community Centre
We are also supporting our neighbouring parish of
Holy Trinity Belle Vue (HTBV)
10.30am—11.45am. A contemporary service morning service at
Holy Trinity Belle Vue, Belle Vue Road.

Sunday Themes

Tucked away in the book of Numbers amid instructions on wave offerings
and hair cutting - we find a sparkling
diamond. God’s gift of shining
blessing, given to a weary people
wandering in the wilderness. God
blesses those who don’t deserve it,
through those who don’t deserve it.
Again and again he chooses to bless.
He is preparing his people for life in
the promised land and he is blessing
them – us – to be a blessing to
all people.

It can be quite a surprise to discover
just how often Jesus asked questions.
Although he spends much of his time
preaching and teaching, he regularly
makes searching enquiries of people
that disarm them into responding
honestly and unreservedly. These are
all some of the big questions that we
might all be reflecting on, and entering
more fully into what it means to live
Jesus-shaped lives.

SUNDAY SERVICES

Date

"Blessed to be a
Blessing"

Questions
Jesus asked

(9 & 11am HTMB, 10.30am CTK,
10.30am HTBV)

(6.30pm HTMB)

6th
November

"Blessed in the Beloved"
(Ephesians 1:3-11,
Luke 15:11-32)

Presence, monthly
informal gathering
with communion

13th
November

Remembrance Sunday
(Romans 8:31-39,
John 15:9-17)

"Who's in charge
around here?"
(Mark 12:13-17)

20th
November

"The Promise of Blessing"
(Ephesians 3:14-21,
Matthew 5:1-12)

"Why are you
Weeping?"
(John20:1-18)

27th
November

An invitation to faith
(Isaiah 2:1-5,
Matthew 24:36-44)

"Do you love me?"
(John 21:15-22)

4th
December

An invitation to hope
(Isaiah 11:1-10,
Matthew 3:1-12)

Christmas
Presence

11th
December

An invitation to love
(Isaiah 35:1-10,
Matthew 11:2-11)

A contemporary
Christmas

18th
December

An invitation to peace
(Isaiah 7:10-16,
Matthew 1:18-25)

Carols by
Candlelight (Sat
and Sunday)

25th
December

Christmas Day Celebrations
9am and 11am (HT) and
1030am (CTK)

No evening
service

1st
January
2023

New Years Day
1030am Joint Service (HT)

No evening
service

For Church online - as well as our Monday to Friday
"Six o'clock live" gatherings on Facebook - go to

0s-18s

There are many
activities for children
and youth across our life
at Trinity. For Sunday
gatherings most people
start off at the 11am at
Meole Brace Church,
where Trinity Kids and
Trinity Youth agerelated groups meet
each week. On the
second Sunday of each
month at 11am is an
all-ages celebration.

CHURCH ONLINE
You can join us online
for one service every
week which you can find
on Facebook, or a link
off our website at
www.trinitychurches.org.
We usually livestream
the 11am service,
though during autumn
2022 we are trialling
church online at the
9am on the second
Sunday of each
month instead.

COMMUNION

Our usual service
pattern is weekly
communion at 9am,
then monthly at other
services. (1st Sunday of
month at 6.30pm, third
Sunday of month 11am
and HTBV, and fourth
Sunday of month
at CTK).
There are also two
midweek services of
Holy Communion taking
place, 10am on first
Thursday of month Belle
Vue, and 10am on third
Thursday of month
Meole Brace.

www.trinitychurches.org/live
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FEATURED EVENT: 24-7 PRAYER

Into the darkness of the world come words of hope.
"Arise, shine, your light has come" (Isaiah 60:1)
From Sunday 20th November we are offering a week-long opportunity to pray.
For our nation and for our world. For our community and our church.
For our families and ourselves.
We will be setting up a prayer room in Garden Room upstairs in the Trinity Centre,
which will be open for people to come to pray between 8am and 9pm. We are inviting
groups of people - small groups, friends, people who serve on a team together - to
"take on a night", though for other nights the rhythm of prayer will continue from
people's homes. The prayer room, and for those praying from home our website, will
have a variety of creative resources and ways of praying around these big themes of
dark and light, and of longing for the light of God's love to dawn afresh. We'll also be
praying particularly for the "Blessed to be a Blessing" initiative, and for our fruitfulness
in our ministry and mission as Christmas approaches.
More details from Charles Ruxton
Find out more and sign up to pray for 1+ hour

www.trinitychurches.org/24-7

COMING UP IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 2022
Big Sunday Lunch

12.45pm on Sunday 6th November

Want to join a group who get together every couple of
months to share a meal and "do life" together on a Sunday
lunchtime? Suitable for all ages and 'stages', and whether
old-timer or newcomer, you'd be very welcome. We're
looking for people to be part of a group and could bring
some food or drinks to help out, and others who would
consider hosting a group on a 'rota' basis.

Gravetalk
Have you ever thought about big issues like death, dying,
funerals, and how you'd want to be remembered etc? We
know lots of us are reluctant to talk about this, and this
seeks to be a safe space to talk about big things. We're
meeting in Cafe Connect, and the good news is that there
will be cake. Sign-up is helpful but not essential.
4.30pm on Thurs 17th November

TearFund Quiz Night

7pm on Saturday 26th November

An epic evening of poverty-beating, community-building
fun. Taking place in Radbrook Community Centre, there
will be different rounds for all ages and backgrounds.
Alongside having great fun we're supporting the work of
Tearfund, who work in more than 50 countries in the world
to help empower people to lift themselves out of poverty.
Sign up online. And bring your own snacks and drinks.

Advent and Christmas
Our big theme this year is "The great invitation." Following a couple of difficult
Christmases, we're all hoping for a Christmas to welcome people back to
services and events that haven't been possible in recent years. How will you
welcome people, and extend God's invitation to "follow the star" this year?
Look out towards the end of November for some of our events, including
Trinity Kids Nativity (11th December), Carols by Candlelight (17th and 18th
December), Radbrook Carols (18th December), Carols by Carlight (21st
December), Christmas Crib Services (24th December), and Christmas Eve /
Christmas Day celebrations (24th and 25th December).

More details from Church Office
Find out more and sign up

www.trinitychurches.org/whatson

GOD'S AMAZING FAMILY

YOUTH AND
CHILDREN

Here at Trinity we are passionate about all ages being
involved in church, equipping them to become whole-life and
life-long disciples of Jesus as part of God's amazing family.
Trinity Tots is proving popular with families, meeting Mondays (1.15pm in the Trinity
Centre) and Thursdays (10.15am in Radbrook Community Centre.) With over 40
families on Thursdays we're looking to grow the team, particularly needing people
who could help with refreshments and befriend parents and carers.
We're looking forward to our monthly Little Buds Toddler Church taking place once
a month on Fridays (11th November and 9th December), as well as Messy Church
monthly on Thursday 3rd November and Thursday 8th December (note date change)
In Meole Brace C of E Primary School we continue to lead weekly "Open the Book"
worship time, as well as involved in many other areas of school life. Cerys and Judith
Clarkson hosted a very busy harvest celebration in church just before half term, and
we're gearing up for a busy December of nativities.
Trinity Kids and Trinity Youth are now fully into the swing of things on Sunday
mornings at our 11am gathering. Craig is also trialling some different youth meet-ups
on Sunday evenings alongside existing Monday night groups.
We've been opening the Meet Place on Meole Estate for a youth drop-in weekly
since the start of the year in partnership with Shropshire Council Youth Team. Using
games, sports, conversation and making simple healthy meals we have been able to
promote healthy living and positive choices.
More details from Cerys Hughes (0s-11s) and
Craig Silcock (11s - 18s) or go to

www.trinitychurches.org

YOUR NEXT STEPS?

EVERYDAY FAITH
Following Jesus is more than an hour a week on a Sunday. It
can involve "everyone, everywhere, everyday and in
everything." Here are some of the ways in which we want to
be equipping and encouraging people to be
whole-life disciples.
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There are opportunities to pray together throughout the week, including Six
o'clock live (online Monday-Friday 6pm to 6.20pm on Facebook), weekly
morning prayer gatherings on Tuesday (Trinity Centre 08.40), Wednesday
(Primary School 9am) and Fridays (Cafe Connect 08.40), and Monthly
Radbrook Prayers (Tuesdays 1st Nov and 6th Dec , 7pm - 8pm at Cafe Connect)
www.trinitychurches.org/pray
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There are about twenty small groups who meet across Trinity Churches. There is
something deeply fulfilling about being with other members of the church family,
and it has a different feel to gathering as part of a Sunday congregation. We
want them to be a place where people can belong, make friends, find support,
and grow as a disciples of Jesus.
www.trinitychurches.org/grow
There are lots of ways in which people use their gifts to serve God and other
people, including by rolling up their sleeves and serving in the life of the local
church. We're currently looking for people to serve in midweek and Sunday
youth work, the Cafe Connect team, Sunday service teams and children's
work. Support, training and a 'learn together on the job' are all part of our
commitment to those serving in this way. For more info chat to one of the
staff team.
www.trinitychurches.org/serve
We continue to be humbled by the generosity of so many people, as well as
aware of some huge challenges households and churches are facing
financially at the moment. Our "Blessed to be a Blessing" initiative seeks to be
up front about the challenges, get people praying, and invite people to consider
a response.
www.trinitychurches.org/give

EVERYDAY FAITH... WHEREVER YOU ARE?

This Time Tomorrow?
In our Sunday services we often find ourselves asking "where
will you be this time tomorrow", a reminder that we're to live
the life of faith, hope and love on Mondays to Saturdays
as well as Sundays.
Name: Kate Harris
Where will you be "This Time Tomorrow?"
Working as a Physician Associate(PA) in a rural Welsh GP Surgery, where I’ll
assess and medically manage patients residing in care homes, the community
and those who turn up at the Practice too!
What are the Joys and challenges?
I feel privileged to be able to help those at their most vulnerable, but also
enjoy being able to build relationships with people in the local community. One
of the biggest challenges is getting people to understand what the role of a
PA entails- it’s pretty new and aims to support the workload of the medical
team. I’m happy to chat with you some more about this if you’re interested!
Something to Pray?
I think prayer for the NHS is always needed, particularly as we head into the
winter months. Pray for the vulnerable in our communities and those struggling
with new and uncertain diagnoses.

The Trinity Centre
Beautiful celebrations. Inspirational Meetings. Great Value.
The Trinity Centre has been blessed with opportunities for
recovery over the past months, and despite a difficult climb postCOVID we are looking to the future for opportunity to be a
blessing to others.
Conversations continue surrounding ethos of "warm
spaces" and how we can help serve the community
better as winter progresses and the cost-of-living
crisis bites. We welcome ideas and thoughts about
how we can best meet local needs in the upcoming
months.
We continue to be thankful for all that God is giving
and showing us at this time.
More details speak to Helen Hinton on 01743 242660
Or go to the Trinity Centre website at

www.trinitychurches.org/TC

LATEST NEWS

THINGS TO KNOW
AND PRAY
Cafe Connect has grown spots on its walls again, a small interior design
detail reminding customers and staff of the words "Faith, Hope and Love".
We're also really pleased to welcome a few new volunteers to the team.
With your help we want to continue to be a place where faith is lived,
hope is offered, and God’s love can be shared.
Some years ago an amazing lady called Pat Wedge left a legacy for the
PCC to use to develop education in Africa. Most recently we've been
supporting a new classroom block and bursaries (Zambia) and training
teachers in mathematics (Uganda). For more info speak to Bob Tweddle or
one of the MRDC. And if you would like to leave a gift in your will to make
a difference to generations of people here at Trinity - and elsewhere pick up a 'legacies' leaflet or chat to one of the stewardship team.
There's currently an acute shortage of Street Pastors in town. They do
really essential work on the streets of Shrewsbury, caring, listening and
helping those who are out on the streets on Friday and Saturday evenings.
For further information please contact Steve Jones at church, or email
director.shrewsbury@streetpastors.org.uk
Heating our homes is a big challenge that many of us are facing.
Heating a large Victorian church on Sundays and midweek is not without
its challenges either. We want our "warm welcome" to extend to the
heating in church when needed, but recognise that it may not be quite as
"toasty" as it has been most winters. Please help us 'get this right' and let
us know if you get cold, as well as - if needs be - be prepared with what
you wear. Meanwhile the Trinity Centre - a new building - is thankfully
easier and slightly cheaper to keep warm.
Contact the Church Office on 01743 362399
Or catch up on latest news - and read the weekly email -

www.trinitychurches.org/news

Contacting us
The Church Office. The Trinity Centre,
Meole Brace, Shrewsbury, SY3 9HF.
Tel: 01743 362399. Email: info@trinitychurches.org.
Open 9am - 3pm weekdays.
The Trinity Centre. Tel: 01743 242660.
helen.hinton@trinitychurches.org
Revd Phil Cansdale (Vicar) Tel: 01743 231744.
phil.cansdale@trinitychurches.org.
Ministry Leadership Team:
Revd Phil Cansdale (Vicar), Revd Fi Iddon (Associate Vicar)
Revd Valerie Pitt and Revd Charles Ruxton (Associate Ministers),
Craig Silcock (Youth Minister), Cerys Hughes (Children & Families Minister),
Keith and Amal Moore (Pioneer Community Ministers),
Kevin Pilsbury (Operations Manager)

www.trinitychurches.org

Trinity Churches Shrewsbury

@trinitychurches

